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Report for Annual Congregation Meeting 

Wooler United Church 
26 January 2014  

 

Rev. Dr. Kathy Edmison 
 

Looking back over 2013, it was certainly a year of delightful surprises for me!  The first surprise came 
back in the spring. Only hours after informing Dave Dorland that I would be leaving Wooler at the end 
of June, I felt an overwhelming sense – more like a strong holy nudge – that I should apply for the 
vacant ministry position. The second surprise came in July when shortly after beginning my ministry 
appointment here, Patrick and I purchased a home on Old Wooler Road.  These surprises have 
affirmed for me that my wildest imaginings pale in comparison to God’s plan! 
 
Since beginning my appointment here in July, I have made some observations that I would like to 
share in this report.  First, I want to affirm the tremendous faith and ceaseless hard work that together 
form the foundation of this congregation.  I would like to highlight 3 primary values that I encounter on 
a regular basis:  faith, community, and hospitality.  Undoubtedly, these 3 threads are deeply woven 
into the tapestry of Wooler United Church as it has functioned in the past, as it manifests itself in the 
present, and as it discerns its way forward in the future. The faith that I have observed here is much 
more than a simple belief in an old, old story.  Here, faith is alive.  It is woven into every aspect of 
congregational life from your own personal journey with the mystery of God to every activity that 
brings the community together. Faith is a vital ingredient in every pie, pot of soup, sandwich, roast, 
and cabbage roll! It is evident in the way you care for the building and property.  Your faith is active in 
the wider community through your prayers and through simple gestures like maintaining connections 
with those who can no longer attend Sunday worship (delivering sermons and congregational news) 
and sending cards to those experiencing the challenges and celebrations of life. Your faith teams up 
with hope and trust when you actively seek ways to serve God in this rapidly changing world. 
 
Three goals have guided my first few months here.  First, I have endeavoured to provide worship that 
nurtures your faith and that helps you connect your personal story with that old, old story.  Second, I 
have been experimenting with ways to increase involvement of children, youth, and families in the life 
of the congregation.  And third, I have established two priorities for pastoral visiting:  those who are 
facing personal challenges (hospitalization, funerals, etc.) and those who have been long-time 
members or adherents of the congregation and who can no longer attend worship or other 
congregational activities.  
 
Concerning worship, several major changes have been trialed in the fall:  more focus for children at 
the beginning of the service, including modern, upbeat music; and the use of pre-recorded music.  As 
with any change, some in the congregation have welcomed the new format while others have 
expressed their discomfort with the new directions.  At this stage, I would like to request that the 
session reactivate the worship committee.  Two tasks for this committee would be to conduct an 
evaluation and elicit feedback from the members of the congregation regarding the changes that have 
been made to the worship service and to assist with worship planning for the future. 
Concerning involvement of children, youth and families, as previously discussed, changes in the 
order of worship have attempted to provide more of a youthful focus at the beginning of the service.  It 
is now time to evaluate the effectiveness of this strategy.  As well, in October and December we 
piloted “Messy Church,” a weekday evening family-oriented activity that has been quite fun and 
successful.  Now that we have tried this innovative alternative a couple of times, I would recommend 



 

 

that we gradually try to build on the momentum.  At this early stage, I would like to request that the 
session reactivate the Christian education committee.  Initial goals for this committee would be to 
provide continuing leadership for Messy Church and to find ways to support and grow opportunities 
for Christian education (including Sunday School and adult activities such as bible study). 
 
In closing, it has been a great honour for me to serve as your minister and to live in your community.  
Something tells me that the God of surprises is not finished with us yet!  Together, let us embrace the 
future with faith, hope, and trust that God is active in our midst. 
 
                                                                                             Blessings,  Kathy 
 

 
 

 
 

Rural Churches 
 

The story of the little churches that dot the countryside is till in the making. If we 
could trace the chain of events and concentrate the rays of light and faith that 
have journeyed into the future from the small congregations, the 
accumulated glory would stagger imagination.  The glow of the hydrogen bomb would be insignificant 
compared with the heavenly light thus radiated.  
 
Little churches are more than landmarks. They are milestones on the road to heaven. They offer a 
light that cannot be hidden – a light that has guided the feet of their descendants in to the paths of 
peace and usefulness.   

 
Today these little churches are ready at all personal costs to keep the light of God shining 

down the corridor of time from the valleys and hilltops of home. The “faith of our fathers”  is 
“living still,” because there are still a strong group of men and women who keep their lights 

trimmed and burning in the community where God has placed them. 
 
                                                                Adapted from M. Jane Scott  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk of Session Report 
 

 

“worship, education, pastoral care, and outreach” 
  
Why are these words important?  These words are the basis for the Session's job description.  During 

our meetings in 2013, we have assisted in worship planning, setting dates for Communion, special 

events and services, and arranging pulpit supply.  We have supported the Sunday School, worked 



 

 

Growing 
In Faith 

Together 

with the minister to investigate possible programs such as Daily Vacation Bible Study, and have 

begun Messy Church events.  

 

 We have helped with the Joint Needs Assessment Committee and the Joint Search Committee in the 

search for and the appointment of our minister.  We try to be open, available and supportive to 

members of the congregation and the community.  We have supported our congregation members 

who have done local outreach, volunteered, visited and have been the face of the United Church 

locally and internationally.   

  

Going forward, we are hoping to begin more regular visits (including communion) to our shut-ins and 

members unable to attend services.  We will continue to work with the ministerial staff to provide 

services, Sunday School, and support each person in his/her faith development.   

 

We cannot do this alone.  

 

We appreciate all feedback (positive or negative) that will help us meet your needs.   

  

  

Gwen Olson 
Clerk of Session 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Memorial Fund – 2013 
 

Signees:  Linda Walt, Joan Dorland 

 

 Jan. 1, 2013              Balance Forward                $ 3567.56 

                    Donations                                   340.00 

                    Interest                                           1.78          341.78 

                         Total                                                      $3,909.24 

                     Expenses                         

                      Bank Charges                                                  24.00  

                                                                           

            Dec. 31, 2013         Closing Balance                   $3,885.34   



 

 

 

Memorial Deaths 
 

Keitha Richards 
Helen Terrill 

Carman Richards 
 

                                                                                                   Submitted by Linda Walt 
 
   

 
 

 
 

Marriages  
 

Mikel David James Gerrow and Kristy Catherine McCrory   
July 27, 2013 

 
 
       

Shared Blessings 
 

As you continue on your way,  
may you know that God is there. 

By the strength of His Spirit, 
share your faith with the uncertain; 
share your love with the unloved; 

share your presence with the lonely. 
And share God with everyone,  

just as God has shared all with you, 
in the unfading blessing of Jesus Christ. 

 
                                                                          Duncan Tuck 

                                                                      England 
             Men’s Breakfast 

 
 
On the first Wednesday of the month 5-8 men managed not to lose weight by 
consuming 25 dozen eggs – 15 lbs. of bacon, 25 loaves of bread and lots of 
sausage.  Special thanks to Jim and Rick for their help. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meat Pie & Can - Fund Raiser    

 

With the meat & turkey pie sales, as well as the money received from crushed pop cans, beer cans & 



 

 

bottles recycled, $1715.10 was raised.  During the year $1095.00 was donated to the general account 

of the church. The remaining $609.43 was used to replenish  & buy many items for the continuing 

upkeep of the church. Pie shells, salt for the water softener, deter. and rinse for the dish washer, 

water testing 4 times a year.  Hand towels, toilet paper, supplies for the fund raising suppers & many 

other small items needed.  
 

Thanks to those who help with the pie making times & the donations of the cans. 
  

 Jim Dorland and helpers 

 

 

 

 

Soup & Sandwich Program 

  

Another year has passed with a very successful report on this fund raiser for the church.  A very 

special thank-you to everyone who donates & helps with this event. We could not carry on without 

the help. The total raised was $5,287.55. After expenses, $4,561.50 was 

deposited to the general account, thanks everyone 
              

                                                       Roxie and Anne 

 

 

 

 

 

Wooler United Church Board of Stewards 

 

The Board  of Stewards met on 10 occasions in 2013.  As in recent years Wooler United continued to 

be dependent on fund raising activities as a means of fulfilling its financial obligations. 

 

 As part of the Church's numerous fund raising ventures, the Stewards continued to host the annual 

………  

 

               Chuckwagon Dinner ………… 

 

                            

 

TRADITIONAL 

UKRANIAN SUPPER ………… 
 

                                                                   and 



 

 

                       

Roast Beef Supper 
& 

Silent Auction 
  .  

 

 

These initiatives combined with other congregational fund raising activities - including the ever 

popular & lucrative Soup & Sandwich, Apple pie & Meat Pie sales - figure significantly not only in the 

church's finances but also in nurturing a spirit of congregational camaraderie.  

 

Water testing is done 4 times during the year in Kingston.  Our kitchen & water system were 

inspected by the Ministry of Health in December and given a very good report.  

 

    Jim Dorland --Chairman   

 

 

 

 

U.C.W. Report  
 

 

The Wooler UCW meets the second Tuesday of each month 

except for July and August at 1:00 pm with a  light dessert and tea, with an average attendance of 12. 
 

The friendship and visiting committee under June Putnam is busy remembering our seniors . The 

social club under Lorna Dorland remembers those who are celebrating milestones, are ill or shut in or 

may need a cheerful greeting. 

Meetings included a salute to Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, a film from Holland, education about 

the New Life Girls Home and Almost Home in Kingston. The Christmas meeting this year was held in 

a restaurant with 18 women in attendance. 
 

The fund raising included a plant sale with proceeds to the Food Bank, a funeral 

reception for Susan Smith, cookie tray sales, a collection of products for the New Life 

Girls Home , Almost Home and the Food Bank. 
 

The UCW continued to support the stewards' endeavours, helped send one child to 

Quin-mo-lac, supported one for a Honduran Mission, purchased the curriculum for the 

Sunday School as well as supporting various other charities. 
 

Many thanks to the women for their help and support during 2013 . 

2014 hopefully will be a wonderful year of learning and growing together. 

                                                             Linda Walt, President 



 

 

 

                

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wooler UCW Financial Report 2013 
 

Receipts:                                                          Expenses: 
 
Bal. for'd                          $1,662.02                      Miss. & Ser                   $1,200.00 
Collection                           952.00                   Dues & Bursary                186.00 

Plant Sale                              108.00                     Committee's                      376.05 

Funeral Luncheon               800.00                    S. School                            387.43 
Cookie Trays                   1,380.00                    Quin Mo Lac                       250.00 

                                                                                  Food Bank                          341.00 
                                                                         Outreach                             235.00 
                                                                         New Life Girls Home          100.00 
                                                                         Diabetic Children               100.00 
                                                                         Almost Home                      100.00 
                                                                         Adopt a Child                      200.00 
                                         _________                                                                                                      
                                 $4,902.02                                                         $3,475.88 
 

Receipts            $4,902.02 
Expenses             3,475.48 
                         _________ 
Balance             $1,426.54 
                                                                                    Treasurer:  Roxie Dorland 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinary Folk 
 

Out of the ordinary comes the extraordinary. 
 

May God be in our doings and our being, giving purpose to 
the common routines of each day. 

 

May God give hope and promise to the events that shape us 
and shape our world. 

 

May each of us be granted an ordinary task and 
extraordinary love to carry it out in Jesus’ name. 



 

 

 
 
 

  Number giving by envelopes                            6 
  Number giving by PAR     8 
 
  Amount by envelope           $   746.00 
  Amount by PAR                                  2,226.00 
                                                   
               Total Mission & Service                        $2,972.00  
 
                                                                Karen Bates, Treasurer      

          
Wooler United Church – Investment Summary December 2013 

           
               Manse Trust 

- Balance in Industrial Alliance account #0882309941 as at December 31, 2012 = 
$98,520.52 

- Withdrawals of $600/month for 2013 (28th of the month).  
- Monthly Withdrawals  2004  $400 x 2   = $     800 

2005 $400 x 12   = $  4,800 
2006 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2007 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2008 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2009 ($500 x 9  = $  8,100 

+ $1,200 x 3) 
2010 $1200 x 12  = $ 14,400 
2011 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 
2012 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 
2013 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 

            Total   = $ 67,700 
 

- Net invested $97,448.46 - $67,700 = $29,748.46 
- December 31, 2013 value = $105,432.75 

           Stephanie Richards, CFP 
                                                                                               Certified Financial Planner 
                                                                                                                                         

Envelope steward Report 
22 people gave $12,789.00 
 

0 - $50  - 3 
$5 - $100  - 0 
$100 - $250  - 6 
$250 - $500  - 5 
$500 - $1000  - 5 
$1000 - $2000 -  
$2000 - $3000 - 1 
$3000 +  - 1 
       Reported by Bob Walt, Envelope Steward 



 

 

 
 
 

Wooler United Church Trustees 
 

Opening Balance 2013    $3,041.69 
Transfer Dues       - 33.90 
Safety Deposit Box           _________ $3,007.79 
Cheque Deposit            $5,000.00     (balance of Estate of Carmen Richards) 
 
 Closing Balance   $8,007.79 

Bob Walt 

         Other Fund Raising Income 
 
Apple Pies           $ 1,746.65 
Chuckwagon Supper  1,325.00 
Meat Pies & Cans          1,020.00  
Music Night                  166.00  
Ukranian Supper    2,080.00  
 
                                                    $ 6,337.65 
 
     

                     Other Income 
 
Hall Rental                                       100.00 
Rental of Chafing Dishes        40.00 
      $140.00 
 

                     Misc. Expenses 
 
Mallory’s Fire Inspection                     56.75 
Licensing Renewal                            117.50 
Ad for  Organist                                   38.05 
Gift Certificates                                  200.00 
Cancer Society                                  100.00 
   
                 $512.30 



 

 

 
 
 

Wooler United Church 
Bank Reconciliation Report 

December 31, 2013 
 

                             Bank                                              $10,355.35 
 

                                   o/s Cheques  154.00 
                                                         300.04 
                                                         106.14  
                                                       2,548.00                                 3,108.19 
 

   Bank Balance Dec. 31, 2013                 $7,247.16 
 

                                      Book Balance Dec.31, 2013                 $ 7,247.16    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Contact Information 
 

Minister      Kathy Edmison                     
Congregational Chairperson     David Dorland    
Church Secretary     Karen Bates    
Christian Education Coordinator   Stephanie Richards   
Clerk of Session     Gwen Olson    
UCW President     Linda Walt               
UCW Treasurer     Roxie Dorland    
Envelope Steward     Bob Walt     
Church Treasurer     Karen Bates    
Presbytery Representative    Linda Walt    
Conference Representative    Linda Walt    
Alternate Rep. (Presb. & Conf.)   Gwen Olson    

 
Steward 
 

Jim Dorland   (Chair)   Margaret Gainforth   
Barb McMillan      Dean Milligan    
Glenn Lalonde (Secretary)  
Jim Putnam      Carol Lalonde                       
David Dorland         Roxie Dorland                       
Susan Milligan              

Trustees 
 

Chair David Dorland     Peter Richards   
Bob Walt      Jim Dorland    
Dean Milligan      

 

Ministry and Personnel 
 

Dave  Dorland                               Bob Walt     
Carol Lalonde   

 
Worship Committee 
 

Bob Walt      Laura Rogers    
Susan Milligan      Denise Richrd    
Anne McMaster     Gwen Olson    

 

Elders 
 

Doug DeMille      David Dorland     
Roxie Dorland      Margaret Gainforth    
Anne McMaster     Ross McMaster    
Bob Walt      Linda Walt     
Jim Dorland      Gwen Olson     
Joan Dorland    

 

Christian Education 

 
Joan Dorland      Susan Milligan    
Stephanie Richards    


